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Lenin agreed, though he deprecated the introduction of
" parliamentarian methods " into revolutionary politics.1
But there was no doubt that in the minds of the Germans
Trotsky had become a symbol of duplicity and " slick
dealing ", and his disappearance from the diplomatic arena
would certainly indicate a change of heart. So to the
tireless, dynamic Trotsky was allotted the thankless and
herculean task, as Commissar of War, of reorganizing the
defence forces of the Soviet State.

On the morning of the 23rd the suspense was ended.
The courier who had been despatched on the 20th now
returned with the German reply. At 10.30 he handed it to
Sverdlov, who read the new peace terms to the Central
Committee of the party:

Germany is ready to resume negotiations with Russia and con-
clude peace on the following conditions: (1) The German Empire
and Russia declare the state of war ended. Both nations are resolved
henceforward to live together in peace and friendship. (2) The terri-
tories which lie west of the line communicated to the Russian repre-
sentatives at Brest-Litovsk, and which belonged to the Russian
Empire, will no longer be under the territorial sovereignty of Russia.
In the vicinity of Diinaburg (Dvinsk) the line is to be shifted to the
eastern frontier of Courland. No obligations of any sort toward
Russia will arise from the former allegiance of these territories to the
Russian Empire. Russia renounces all interference in the internal
affairs of these territories. Germany and Austria-Hungary intend to
determine the future lot of the territories in agreement with their
populations. Germany is ready, as soon as a general peace has been
concluded and Russian demobilization has been completely carried
out, to evacuate the territory situated east of the line mentioned
above, in so far as nothing else results from Article 3. (3) Livonia
and Estonia will without delay be evacuated by Russian troops
and Red Guards and occupied by a German policing force until the
country's institutions guarantee security and political order is
restored. All the residents of the country arrested on political
grounds are to be immediately released. (4) Russia stall immediately
conclude peace with the "Ukrainian People's Republic. Russian

1 Trotsky, My Life, p. 333; Lenin, p. 138.
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